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Just right? - current protections
* BLOCKED: ALL 2 letter combinations — to cater for future to be created
countries

* BLOCKED: The 3 letter alpha-3 which match an existing country only (274 out of
~17,000)

* BLOCKED: Country names (plus translations in any language)

* GOVT SUPPORT: Capital cities and city names where used to represent
community

* GOVT SUPPORT: Sub-national places names
* COMPROMISE: Govt support for alpha-3, country names as well

BE 4T B84 P %5k f (Source: ICANN)

¥t Use of Country and Territory Names &4 4% » & {7 £ v Af &
Ao B %0 * 3R> 5 AR £ 2@ % (The use of three-letter country
codes as TLDs):

® Currently, the CWGUCTN (The Cross-Community Working
Group on Use of Country and Territory Names as TLDs) is
divided between ccTLD managers who wish to continue the
current prohibition against using such names as gTLDs and
members from the gTLD community who have advocated for
the full release of all three-letter names.

® [CANN 56 in Helsinki presents brand owners an opportunity to
pressure governments and ccTLD managers (who are often
affiliated with or overseen by a governmental authority) to



perpetuate prohibitions on two-letter, three-letter, and country
and territory names as new gTLDs.

Use of 3-letter codes in the ISO-3166 list as gTLDs in future rounds:

The GAC advises the ICANN Board to:

L encourage the community to continue in depth analyses and
discussions on all aspects related to a potential use of 3-letter
codes in the ISO-3166 list as gTLDs in future rounds, in
particular with regard to whether such a potential use is
considered to be in the public interest or not.

II.  keep current protections in place for 3-letter codes in the
ISO-3166 list in place and not to lift these unless future
in-depth discussions involving the GAC and the other ICANN
constituencies would lead to a consensus that use of these
3-letter codes as TLDs would be in the public interest.
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® Replicating its approach to considering the issue of alpha-2 letter
codes, to facilitate the group’s discussion and to gather different
viewpoints from the wider community, the CWG developed
and distributed an informal survey to ICANN’s Supporting
Organisations and Advisory Committees. This survey presented
a range of options for a potential future policy framework on
ISO 3166-1 alpha-3 codes. The views expressed by respondents
were highly divergent, and there was no clear consensus among
the contributors to the CWG's request for input.

® Throughout its deliberations to date, the CWG has noted an
increase in complexity and divergence of views and interests
with respect to the use of names of country and territories as
TLDs and hence, the development of a consistent and uniform
definitional framework to guide the definition of rules on the
use of country and territory names as top-level domains across
the respective SOs and ACs has been made challenging.
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APTLD Statement on Country and Territory Designators as TLDs

The Asia-Pacific Top-Level Domain Association (APTLD) is
aware that there are continuing efforts to register labels designating
countries and territories as gTLDs. This issue was discussed in detail
at the APTLD members” meeting held in Tbilisi, Georgia in
September 2017 and a variety of views were expressed.
Consequently, APTLD wishes to state that it supports the
continuation of the status-quo regarding country and territory
designators as top-level domains, i.e.:

B All 2-letter ASCII codes, whether or not in the ISO 3166

alpha-2 list, are reserved for ccTLDs.

B All 3-letter ASCII codes in the ISO 3166 alpha-3 list are
reserved and cannot be applied for.

B All strings in the ICANN Reserved Country and Territory
Names lists and any strings which may represent a country
or territory name in any language in any script would not be
delegated as a gTLD.

B BS R R L e CENTR © BB F i dde™ 2 4

CENTR position on the use of country and territory names as TLDs

The topic of geographic terms as new gTLDs was discussed at
the 58th CENTR General Assembly held in Brussels on 4 October
2017. It was noted that the ccNSO Council had nominated Annebeth
Lange (Norid, .no) as a co-chair of the new Work Track 5 within the
ICANN Subsequent Procedures policy framework, which is going to
look in more detail at this topic. It was further noted that the
ICANN Cross Community Working Group on the Use of Country
and Territory Names as TLDs had failed to reach a consensus after
three years of work, and that the topic was also discussed at
ICANNS9 in Johannesburg.



Whilst Work Track 5 is still at a very early stage, the CENTR
members present at the General Assembly unanimously supported
the following approach:

B That CENTR members and others within the ccTLD

community participate positively and constructively within
Work Track 5;

B Based on CENTR members’ past experience over many
years, this is a complicated and contentious topic, and there
is not an obvious consensus solution to the problems posed;
and

B In the absence of any new consensus within Work Track 5,
CENTR members believe that the current restrictions on
registration of geographic terms as new gTLDs should be
maintained, namely:

< All 2-]etter ASCII codes, whether or not they are currently in the
ISO 3166-1 alpha-2 list, are reserved for exclusive use as present
and future ccTLDs;
< The 3-letter ASCII codes in the ISO 3166-1 alpha-3 list should
remain blocked and ineligible to be applied for as a new gTLD,
meaning that the vast majority of the 17,576 3-letter
combinations are available for use as new gTLDs, but confusion
with existing ccTLDs is mitigated; and

< The compromise restrictions on registration of country and
territory names as new gTLDs as set out in ICANN's 2012
Applicant Guidebook should be retained.
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ccNSO Council nominees
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Africa: Abdalla Omari

Asia-Pacific: Young-Eum Lee

Europe: Katrina Sataki

Latin America/Caribbean: Margarita Valdes
North America: Byron Holland
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WHAT ARE THE EMPOWERED COMMUNITY POWERS? 3

ICANN

The Empowered Community has nine powers to ensure the Internet Corporation for Assigned Names and Numbers (ICANN)
Board and organization are accountable:

Reject Standard
Bylaw Amendments

Reject Public Technical Identifiers
(PT1) Governance Actions

Reject ICANN Budgets, Internet | suocer

Assigned Numbers Authority
(IANA) Budgets, Operating
Plans and Strategic Plans

The rights of inspection p ‘ . . .
and investigation E ?

Initiste a Community Reconsideration | = l‘
J

00
[A-"1  Appointand remove individual

Request, mediation or a Community A?K}“Q ICANN Board directors (other than
Independent Review Process A =) | the President)

[Qr(’w

Require the ICANN Board to re-review its rejection of
(Q' rT recommendations from reviews relating to PTI

ccNSO oy = @2 AL # (Source: ICANN)
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ICANN Chair ICANN Vice-Chair
Cherine Chalaby Chris Disspain
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